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1. Summary  
 

1.1 This report sets out the work programme for 2012/13.     

 

 

2. Recommendations 

 

2.1 That the Committee agrees the work programme as set out in this report including the 

proposal to undertake work on river crossings in order to produce a response to Transport 

for London’s consultation on new river crossings between east and south east London; 

and 

 

2.2 That the Committee delegates authority to the Chair, in consultation with Party Group 

Lead Members, to agree the proposal for the Committee’s work on river crossings. 
 
 

3. Background  
 

3.1 The Committee receives a report monitoring the progress of its work programme at each meeting.  

 

3.2 Since the Committee’s last meeting, Transport for London (TfL) has launched the second phase of a 

public consultation on proposals for new river crossings between east and south east London.  As 

this is a major transport issue, it is proposed that the Committee’s work programme be amended to 

include provision for work on river crossings so the Committee can respond to this consultation.  

 
 
4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 The table below sets out the scheduled dates of the Committee’s meetings in 2012/13 and lists the 

main topic(s) already agreed or proposed for certain meetings.  The topics for meetings are subject 

to change to enable the Committee to respond to matters at short notice.    



        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topics identified for the work programme 

 

4.2 The following paragraphs provide details of the main topics identified for the work programme.  All 

the topics are subject to the development of detailed proposals for the Committee’s work and it is 

possible that the proposed timings of topics may change as a result.  The Committee has a rolling 

work programme so it is always possible for some topics to be explored in subsequent years. 

 

4.3 Some 2012/13 meeting slots will be used for question and answer sessions with the Transport 

Commissioner and TfL Board representatives.  These sessions will provide an opportunity to explore 

other topics, TfL Board and committee discussions and decisions, and follow up issues which the 

Committee has covered in its past reports and recommendations. 

 
Cycling in London 
 

4.4 The Committee has concluded gathering information for its investigation into cycling in London.  It 

is now producing its report setting out its findings and recommendations. 

 

2012 transport 

 

4.5 The Committee launched its review into the operation of the transport system during the 2012 

Games and the transport legacy at the end of September.  It will be using this meeting to discuss 

this topic and this is the subject of a separate report on the agenda for this meeting.  
 
Tube performance and progress with the line upgrades 
 

4.6 The Committee used its last meeting in October to explore the performance of the Tube and 

progress with the upgrade of London Underground lines.   

 

London’s airport capacity 

 

4.7 The Committee has agreed to use its meetings in January and February for an investigation into 

London’s airport capacity.  The detailed proposal for this investigation is the subject of a separate 

report on the agenda for this meeting.  

 

Crossrail, Crossrail 2, HS2 and other rail issues  

 

4.8 The Committee will use its meeting in March 2013 to revisit the Crossrail project to check on 

progress.  This meeting will provide for the Committee to follow up its past work on Crossrail 

including its report and recommendations in February 2010 and its subsequent progress checks at its 

Date of future Committee meeting  Proposed main topic(s) for discussion 

Wednesday 5 December 2012 
 

Question and answer session with the Transport 
Commissioner/TfL Board representatives 

Tuesday 15 January 2013 London’s airport capacity   

Wednesday 6 February 2013 London’s airport capacity  

Thursday 7 March 2013 Crossrail, Crossrail 2, HS2 and other rail issues  

Wednesday 17 April 2013 

 
Question and answer session with the Transport 
Commissioner/TfL Board representatives 



        

meetings in February 2011 and February 2012.  At its meeting in March 2013, the Committee could 

also discuss other future rail projects such as High Speed 2 (HS2) and Crossrail 2. 

 

4.9 The Committee could also use its meeting in March 2013 to explore future investment in rail services 

in London.  On 16 July the Government published its High Level Output Specification (HLOS) and 

statement of funds available for rail investment between 2014-2019. This is the latest stage in the 

HLOS process and the Committee could respond to the statement setting out its priorities for 

London’s rail services based on its past relevant work. The deadline for responses is October 2013.   

 

4.10 The Committee may also want to use its meeting in March to explore other rail issues.  For example, 

the future for London Overground following the completion of the link to Clapham Junction (due in 

December 2012) and developments with rail decentralisation and rail fares following the 

Government’s consultations on these issues. 

 

River crossings  

 

4.11 TfL launched the second phase of its consultation on a proposed package of new river crossings 

between east and south east London on 29 October 2012 for responses by 1 February 2013. 

Following an initial consultation on river crossings in February 2012, TfL has further developed 

proposals for new vehicle river crossings, with options including a new road tunnel at Silvertown and 

a vehicle ferry at Gallions Reach. 

 

4.12 It is proposed that the Committee should undertake some work on river crossings over the next few 

months in order to produce a response to TfL’s consultation. This is because any new river crossings 

in London could represent a substantial transport development with significant wider implications.  

In the last few years the Committee has explored the issue of river crossings in the context of other 

work but has not done any specific work on this issue.  Most recently, in its report on the future of 

road congestion (June 2011), the Committee recommended that the Mayor and TfL should use the 

publication of any future plan for river crossings to outline in detail how any projected benefits in 

terms of road capacity or congestion relief are measured against the potential impact on the 

environment and public health, and how any negative effects will be mitigated by other measures. 

This recommendation would provide a starting point for the proposed work on river crossings.  

 

4.13 It is proposed that Members delegate authority to the Chair to agree, in consultation with Party 

Group Lead Members, the proposal for the Committee’s work on river crossings.  This is to provide 

for the work to start at the earliest opportunity so the Committee can produce a response to TfL’s 

consultation by 1 February 2013.  Officers are now exploring options for this work which could 

include the Committee hosting a seminar on river crossings in January 2013.  

 
London Taxi and Private Hire 

 

4.14 Members have expressed interest in reviewing TfL’s London Taxi and Private Hire service.  This 

service regulates the more than 20,000 licensed vehicles that operate on the capital’s streets.  The 

service was formerly known as the Public Carriage Office. 

 
Bus service issues  

 

4.15 Members have expressed interest in exploring issues relating to TfL’s planning of the bus network.  

These issues include planning access to NHS facilities, the rollout of the new bus for London, and 

following up the Committee’s previous work on congestion in Oxford Street. 

 
 



        

Road issues including safety of vulnerable road users 
 

4.16 The safety of vulnerable road users has been identified as a possible topic for investigation in 2013. 

 

4.17 In September, the Transport Committee published its response to the Mayor’s consultation on the 

draft Road Safety Action Plan.      

 
Other topics for question and answer sessions   
 

4.18 The Committee may use the future question and answer sessions with the Transport Commissioner 

and TfL Board representatives to explore a range of topics including following up its past work on: 

the future of ticketing and the roll-out of contactless bankcard payment; improving river services; 

and the accessibility of the transport network.  
 

Recent Transport Committee work  

 

4.19 The table below details recent Transport Committee publications including where responses from the 

Mayor and/or TfL are expected in the future. This is to assist the Committee in monitoring its work.  

 

Transport Committee work Details of responses due (if appropriate) 

The future of ticketing report (December 2011) 

 

The Committee’s recommendations sought 

reports back from TfL by September 2012 

subject to the roll-out of the contactless 

bankcard payment ticketing system.    

Improving river services update report (February 

2012) 

TfL has reported that it is producing a strategic 

plan for river passenger services in accordance 

with the Committee’s recommendations. This is 

due by April 2013.  

Response to the Government’s consultation on 

devolution of rail franchising (June 2012) 

- 

Response to the Government’s consultation on 

rail fares and ticketing (June 2012)  

- 

Summary of the discussion on cycling at the 12 

July meeting (July 2012)  

The Mayor, TfL and cycling stakeholders were 

invited to provide responses to the summary 

before the last Committee meeting.   

Response to the Mayor’s consultation on his 

Roads Task Force (September 2012) 

- 

Response to the Mayor’s consultation on the 

Road Safety Action Plan (September 2012) 

- 

Response to the Government’s consultation on 

the combined Thameslink rail franchise 

(September 2012) 

- 

Response to the Government’s consultation on 

the South east rail franchise (September 2012) 

- 

 
5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 
 

 



        

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct financial implications to the GLA arising from this report. 
 

 

List of appendices to this report:   

None. 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: None 

Contact Officer: Laura Warren, Scrutiny Manager 

Telephone: 020 7983 6545 

E-mail: laura.warren@london.gov.uk 
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